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TAPP MIDDLE SCHOOL 

PTSA NEWSLETTER 

FEBRUARY EVENTS 

Feb. 2     Groundhog Day 

Feb. 2     Make Up School Day 

Feb. 7        Parent Workshop: Good Guiding Choices 6-8pm 

Feb. 7-11   Counselor Appreciation Week 

Feb. 9        Renaissance Luncheon 

Feb. 9        CCSD Board Mtg. – 6pm / Public Comment 7pm 

Feb. 11      Renaissance Festival 

Feb. 11     Valentine Friends Dance 4:30pm – 6:00pm 

Feb. 14      Valentine’s Day  

Feb. 15      CRCT Parent Summit 

Feb. 16      Report Card Distribution 

Feb. 17     PTSA Meeting – 6:30pm 

Feb. 17      Orchestra Concert – 7:00pm 

Feb. 21      President’s Day - No School  

Feb. 21-25  Winter Break – No School All Week 

Feb. 29      Return from Winter Break 

Mar. 18     Make Up School Day 

Apr. 12-24 CRCT Testing 

 

Inclement Weather – School Make Up Days 

Due to the inclement weather we experienced during 

the week of Jan. 10-14, 2011, the following days will 

be used as make up for the missed school time: 

February 2, 2011 (previously an early release day, 

now a full day of school.) 

March 18, 2011 (previously a day off, now a full day 

of school.) 

Please make sure your Tapp Student is present at 

school on these days.  Thank you. 

Wonderful Winter Reading:  

• I am Number Four by Pittacus Lore 

• Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi 

• The Lost Hero (Heroes of Olympus #1) by Rick 

Riordan 

• The Maze Runner by James Dasher 

• Beastly by Alex Finn 

• The Throne of Fire (Kane Chronicles #2) by Rick 

Riordan 

• Pegasus by Robin McKinley 

 

FROM TAPP PTSA 

February is a busy month for us here at Tapp Middle 

School.  We have a Valentine Friends Dance on Feb. 

11
th

, a Parent Workshop on Feb. 7
th

, School Make Up 

Days on Feb. 2
nd

 and March 18
th

, Groundhog Day, 

President’s Day, Black History Month and our 

Renaissance Luncheon on Feb. 9
th

.   Report cards will 

also be distributed this month.  Additionally, Dr. Dority 

has a BIG ANNOUNCEMENT in her “From Dr. Dority” 

section of this newsletter, so please be sure to read it, 

as it will affect all current 6
th

 and 7
th

 graders next year.   

We hope everyone enjoyed the snowy weather in 

January and the unique opportunity to make snowmen 

and snow angels.  GO TIGERS! 

Valentine Friends Dance!  

Mark you calendars! Tapp Student Council will 

host the Valentine Friends Dance after school 

on Thursday, February 11Thursday, February 11Thursday, February 11Thursday, February 11th th th th from 4:30 from 4:30 from 4:30 from 4:30 –––– 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm 6:00 pm.  

Tickets are $5.00 and will be sold at Tiger Pole 

mornings the week of Feb, 8th thru 11th. Tickets 

will not be sold at the door.   

Fruity Friday Smoothies 

Every Friday morning, Tapp Middle 

School will have Smoothies available 

for sale.  The cost is $2.50. 



From Dr. Dority: 

Tapp Middle School will Adopt School Uniforms for 2011-2012 

It is hard to believe we have completed a little over half of the 2010-2011 school year. My, how time flies when you are having fun!  

Tapp Middle School must continue to R.I.S.E . as we work towards our goal of making AYP once again in 2011.We need everyone’s 

help and commitment to be successful once again in reaching our goal. Parents, you can help by making sure your child attends school 

every day, comes to school prepared, well rested,  and ready to learn. Students, your responsibility is to make sure you come to 

school every day, arrive on time, and come prepared with your materials and a willingness to learn. 

Yes, what you have heard regarding school uniforms for next year is true!! Tapp Middle School will adopt a uniform dress code for the 

2011-2012 school year for students and staff. The basic uniform will consist of black or khaki bottoms (pants, skirts, capris) and  black 

white, khaki, or Texas orange tops (short –sleeved collared shirts, long-sleeved collared shirts, sweaters). Shoes should be black or 

brown. If you are out shopping and you see some of these uniform items on sale, start stocking up now for next year. 

The CRCT will be given April 12-24, 2011. Please require your child to work on CRCT Prep materials and complete the practice CRCT in 

preparation for the test.  We have roughly 2.5 months left to prepare.  Our goal is to make sure that every student will be adequately 

prepared to meet or exceed the standards on the test. CRCT Tutoring is available before and after school  for students who did not 

pass the test last year in reading and math. If your child needs tutoring, please make sure they attend the scheduled dates. 

The Best Is Yet To Come! 

Dr. Jerry Dority 

Principal 

R.I.S.E. - "Rigorous Instruction for Scholastic Empowerment" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming in March…Coming in March…Coming in March…Coming in March…    

FAMILY MATH NIGHTFAMILY MATH NIGHTFAMILY MATH NIGHTFAMILY MATH NIGHT    

CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

Why was Black History Month started?  

Dr. Woodson studied African American culture and encouraged other people to study it, too. He felt it was important for people to 

recognize the great contributions black people have made. He devoted his life to educating people as a teacher, a writer, and a publisher. 

He was also a political activist who worked to make sure the government treated African Americans fairly. 

Negro History Week was set for the second week in February to celebrate the birthdays of two people who worked hard for African 

Americans: Abraham Lincoln, the white president who freed the slaves, and Frederick Douglass, the first African American Vice 

Presidential nominee.  

Negro History Week became Black History Month in 1976, in celebration of our nation's 200th birthday. 

Ways to Celebrate Black History Month 

No matter what your background, everyone can celebrate the importance of Black History Month. Celebrate the achievements and 

inventions of the black people featured in this article. Which important figures contributed something that means a lot to you? Find a 

way to commemorate those achievements that affect your everyday life, whether it's through art, film, literature, music, education, civil 

rights, sports or even food!  

Cara J. Stevens is a freelance writer. 

Tapp Middle School  

ORCHESTRA PERFORMANCE 

February 17th at 7:00pm 

TMS Auditorium 
 



 

 

 

 

WAY TO 

GO 

TAPP 

CHORUS!! 

Groundhog Day – Fun Facts 

• Groundhogs are covered with coarse 
grayish hairs (fur) tipped with brown or 
sometimes dull red. They have short ears, 
a short tail, short legs, and are surprisingly 
quick. Their jaws are exceptionally strong.  

• A groundhog's diet consists of lots of 
greens, fruits, and vegetables and very 
little water. Most of their liquids come from 
dewy leaves.  

• A groundhog can whistle when it is 
alarmed. Groundhogs also whistle in the 
spring when they begin courting.  

• Insects do not bother groundhogs and 
germs pretty much leave them alone. They 
are resistant to the plagues that 
periodically wipe out large numbers of wild 
animals. One reason for this is their 
cleanliness.  

• Groundhogs are one of the few animals 
that really hibernate. Hibernation is not just 
a deep sleep. It is actually a deep coma, 
where the body temperature drops to a few 
degrees above freezing, the heart barely 
beats, the blood scarcely flows, and 
breathing nearly stops.  

• Young Groundhogs are usually born in 
mid-April or May, and by July they are able 
to go out on their own. The size of the litter 
is 4 to 9. A baby groundhog is called a kit 
or a cub.  

• A groundhog's life span is normally 6 to 8 
years. Phil receives a drink of a magical 
punch every summer during the annual 
Groundhog Picnic, which gives him 7 more 
years of life. 

SWEET HEART KRISPY TREATS 

Ingredients  

� Cooking spray  
� 3 tablespoons margarine  
� 6 cups mini (or 60 regular-size) marshmallows  
� Red food coloring  
� 9 cups Rice Krispies cereal  
� Heart-shaped cookie cutter  
� Plastic bags, yarn  

Instructions  

1. Lightly coat a 10x15-inch baking sheet with cooking spray. 
2. Melt margarine in a large pot over low heat. Add 

marshmallows, stirring them continuously until melted. 
Remove the pan from the heat. Stir in drops of red food 
coloring until the color receives a thumbs-up from the chef. 

3. Add the Rice Krispies, stirring until they are evenly coated 
with marshmallow. Spoon the mixture onto the baking sheet. 

4. With waxed paper (or lightly buttered hands), smooth out the 
mixture, spreading it to an even thickness. 

5. Cut out hearts with the cookie cutter. Place each heart in a 
clear plastic bag, tie on a yarn bow, and they're ready for 
giving. Makes seven 5-inch hearts.  



 

FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIESFUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIESFUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIESFUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITIES    

Help Help Help Help Tapp Tapp Tapp Tapp Middle SchoolMiddle SchoolMiddle SchoolMiddle School raise funds for equipment, supplies and student events. raise funds for equipment, supplies and student events. raise funds for equipment, supplies and student events. raise funds for equipment, supplies and student events.    

Tapp Middle School 
Announcing a PERSONALIZED PRODUCTS fundraiser that pays  

40% OF EACH SALE back to our school! 

 

 
Simply purchase any number of personalized products at www.pexagontech.com/fundraiser  

and our school will earn 40% of the purchase price!   
 

Buy a personalized iPhone case – we earn $5.99 

Buy a personalized 4GB flash drive – we earn $6.80 
 

Bring a smile to a friend, family member, or teacher when they receive  

a gift personalized with their name.   
 

PLACING AN ORDER IS QUICK AND EASY! 
1.)  Go to www.pexagontech.com/fundraiser 

2.) Enter our school’s fundraiser code: FT3TMSPTSA 

3.) Build and buy your products. 

 

Pexagon Technology has shipped millions of products to individuals, schools, business and other 

organizations.  Because they are USA MADE, they offer: 
 

-no minimums (you can buy just one!) 

-free engraving (no set-up fee or imprint charge) 

-shipment from Guilford, CT in 5 days from date of order 

 

ORDER AT:  www.pexagontech.com/fundraiser   ENTER CODE: FT3TMSPTSA 
 

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL! 
 

SAVE YOUR CAPRI SUN JUICE BOXES 

We are collecting Capri Sun empty Juice pouches as one of our fundraising efforts.  Please have your child 

bring the empty juice pouches to school for collection.  It’s just another easy way that you and your child 

can participate in raising funds for our school.  So don’t forget to save your Capri Sun empty juice pouches!  

 


