
 

 

Books for Guys 
 

Chronicle of Prydain series 

The Book of Three by Lloyd Alexander     770 

Taran sets out with some strangely assorted companions to save his beloved land. 

 

The Black Cauldron by Lloyd Alexander     760 

Taran must conquer Arawn, lord of the land of Death, to protest his kingdom of Prydain. 

 

The Castle of Llyr by Lloyd Alexander      790 

Princess Eilonwy goes to the Isle of Mona for training as a proper princess, and there her 

loyal friends must go to rescue her when something sinister befalls her. 

 

Taran Wanderer by Lloyd Alexander     870 

The fourth Book of the Prydain cycle tells of the adventures that befell Taran when he 

went in search of his birthright and the truth about himself. 

 

The High King by Lloyd Alexander      900  

In this fifth and final chronicle of Prydain, the forces of good and evil meet in ultimate 

confrontation. 

 

Counting Stars by David Almond      630 

In a series of interconnected stories, a boy describes his life growing up in the English 

urban district of Felling. 

 

Kit’s Wilderness by David Almond      470 

Thirteen-year-old Kit goes to live with his grandfather in the decaying coal mining town of 

Stoneygate, England, and finds both the old man and the town haunted by ghosts of the 

past. 

 

Skellig by David Almond       490 

Unhappy about his baby sister’s illness and the chaos of moving into a dilapidated old 

house, Michael retreats to the garage and finds a mysterious stranger who is something 

like a bird and something like an angel. 

 

Nothing but the Truth by Avi      NP 

A ninth-grader’s suspension for singing “The Star-Spangled Banner” during homeroom 

becomes a national news story. 

 

Poppy by Avi         670 

Poppy the deer mouse urges her family to move next to a field of corn big enough to feed 

them all forever, but Mr. Ocax, a terrifying owl, has other ideas. 

 

Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt      770 

The Tuck family is confronted with an agonizing situation when they discover that a ten-

year-old girl and a malicious stranger now share their secret about a spring whose water 

prevents one from ever growing any older. 

 

The Lost Years of Merlin series 

The Lost Years of Merlin by T.A. Barron     770 

A young boy who has no identity or memory of his past washes ashore on the coast of 

Wales and finds his true name after a series of fantastic adventures.  

 

 

 



 

 

The Seven Songs of Merlin by T.A. Barron     760 

Having stumbled upon his hidden powers, the young wizard Merlin voyages to the 

Otherworld in his quest to find himself and the way to the realm of the spirit. 

 

The Fires of Merlin by T.A. Barron      750 

Having voyaged to the Otherworld in his quest to find himself, the young Merlin must 

face fire in many different forms and deal with the possibility of losing his own magical 

power. 

 

The Mirror of Merlin by T.A. Barron      750 

Through adventures involving a haunted marsh, talking trees, and the creature called the 

ballymag, the young wizard Merlin continues to experience both his growing powers and 

his essential humanity. 

 

The Wings of Merlin by T.A. Barron      770 

Merlin’s fragile home on the isle of Fincayra is threatened by the attack of a mysterious 

warrior with swords for arms and by the escape of Stangmar from his imprisonment, as 

Merlin continues to move toward his ultimate destiny. 

 

Tangerine by Edward Bloor       680 

Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow of his football hero brother Erik, fights for 

the right to play soccer despite his near blindness and slowly begins to remember the 

incident that damaged his eyesight. 

 

The Moves Make the Man by Bruce Brooks     1150 

A black boy and an emotionally troubled white boy in North Carolina form a precarious 

friendship 

 

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card      780 

Ender, who is the result of genetic experimentation, may be the military genius Earth 

needs in its war against an alien enemy. 

 

Ender’s Shadow by Orson Scott Card     780 

Bean must overcome his past and prove to the recruiters at the Battle School that he can 

help save the planet from an alien invasion. 

 

The  

Tripod Trilogy 

The White Mountains by John Christopher     920 

Young Will Parker and his companions make a perilous journey toward an outpost of 

freedom where they hope to escape from the ruling Tripods, who capture mature human 

beings and make them docile, obedient servants. 

 

The City of Gold and Lead by John Christopher    920 

Will, Beanpole, and Henry have managed to escape the Tripods. But instead of living in 

safety, in the small community of free people, they have chosen to embark upon a 

mission that may cost them their lives. 

 

The Pool of Fire by John Christopher     970 

Will Parker has managed escape from the City of Gold and Lead, where he served as a 

slave to one of the Masters who rule the modern world. And he has not only discovered 

what lies behind the Tripods’ power, but how the Masters heartlessly plan to destroy the 

Earth. 

 

 

 



 

 

Frindle by Andrew Clements       830 

When he decides to turn his fifth grade teacher’s love of the dictionary around on her, 

clever Nick Allen invents a new word and begins a chain of events that quickly moves 

beyond his control.  

 

Artemis Fowl series 

Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer       600 

When a twelve-year-old evil genius tries to restore his family fortune by capturing a fairy 

and demanding a ransom in gold, the fairies fight back with magic, technology, and a 

particularly nasty troll. 

 

Artemis Fowl: The Arctic Incident by Eoin Colfer    610 

In order to free his father from the Russian Mafiya, Artemis must join forces with the 

fairy police and his familiar nemesis, Captain Holly Short. 

 

Artemis Fowl: The Eternity Code by Eoin Colfer    620 

After Artemis uses stolen fairy technology to create a powerful microcomputer and a 

dangerous American businessman snatches it, Artemis, Juliet, Mulch, and the fairies join 

forces to try to retrieve it. 

  

Artemis Fowl: The Opal Deception by Eoin Colfer    770 

After his last run-in with the fairies, Artemis Fowl’s mind was wiped of memories of the 

world belowground and any goodness grudgingly learned is now gone with the young 

genius reverting to his original lifestyle. 

 

Artemis Fowl: The Lost Colony by Eoin Colfer    740 

Teenager Artemis Fowl solves a temporal equation that helps him and Captain Holly Short 

track fairy demons who are appearing from another dimension, but there is another 

person who has figured out the formula and abducts one of the beings.   

  

Artemis Fowl: The Time Paradox by Eoin Colfer    780 

Artemis’s fairy friends help him travel back in time to find a cure for his mother’s rare 

disease which can only be cured by the brain fluid of now-extinct African lemurs, and is 

shocked to discover that is was actually his younger self who was responsible for bringing 

about the animal’s extinction. 

 

Artemis Fowl: The Atlantis Complex by Eoin Colfer   900 

When an army of fairy space probes programmed to destroy Atlantis return to Earth, 

Artemis Fowl attempts to stop the destruction on the return to Earth, Artemis Fowl 

attempts to stop the destruction of the city while dealing with his delusional and 

obsessive compulsive disorders.  

 

The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier     820 

A high school freshman discovers the devastating consequences of refusing to join in the 

school's annual fund raising drive and arousing the wrath of the school bullies. 

 

The Rag and Bone Shop by Robert Cormier    730  

Trent, an ace interrogator from Vermont, works to procure a confession from an 

introverted twelve-year-old accused of murdering his seven-year-old friend in Monument, 

Massachusetts. 

 

Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher by Bruce Coville   710 

Small for his age but artistically talented, twelve-year-old Jeremy Thatcher unknowingly 

buys a dragon’s egg. 

 

 



 

 

Athletic shorts: Six Short Stories by Chris Crutcher   1010 

A collection of short stories featuring characters from earlier books by Chris Crutcher. 

 

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis     950 

Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the Great 

Depression, escapes a bad foster home and sets out in search of the man he believes to be 

his father--the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of Grand Rapids. 
 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis  1000 

The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an African-American 

family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically changed after they go to visit Grandma in 

Alabama in the summer of 1963.  

 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl    810 

Each of five children lucky enough to discover an entry ticket into Mr. Willy Wonka’s 

mysterious chocolate factory takes advantage of the situation in his own way. 

 

Guinea Pig Scientists by Leslie Dendy and Mel Boring   1100 

Recounts the true stories of ten scientists and medical researchers that have endured 

extreme hardship and discomfort in order to test new discoveries and inventions in the 

fields of medicine and science. 

 

Night Hoops by Carl Deuker       630 

While trying to prove that he is good enough to play on his high school's varsity 

basketball team, Nick must also deal with his parents' divorce and erratic behavior of a 

troubled classmate who lives across the street. 

 

The Spiderwick Chronicles 

The Field Guide by Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly Black    600 

When the Grace children go to stay at their Great Aunt Lucinda’s worn Victorian house, 

they discover a field guide to fairies and other creatures and begin to have some unusual 

experiences.  

 

The Seeing Stone by Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly Black   560 

When Mallory and Jared attempt to rescue Simon from goblins, they use a magical stone, 

which enables them to see things that are normally invisible. 

 

Lucinda’s Secret by Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly Black   570 

With goblins, trolls, and the house boggart all trying to get them, the Grace children turn 

to Great Aunt Lucinda for help. 

 

The Ironwood Tree by Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly Black   650  

The Grace children, Jared, Simon and Mallory, having discovered a field guide to fairies 

and other magical creatures at their Aunt Lucinda’s house, find themselves the victims of 

mean tricks designed to get them to give up the book. 

 

The Wrath of Mulgarath by Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly Black   690 

The Grace children, Jared, Simon and Mallory, square off against an evil ogre who has 

kidnapped their mother. They enlist help of a brownie, hobgoblin and more in their quest 

to reunite their family. 

 

The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm by Nancy Farmer    660 

In 2194 in Zimbabwe, General Matsika's three children are kidnapped and put to work in 

a plastic mine, while three mutant detectives use their special powers to search for them. 

 



 

 

The Sea of Trolls by Nancy Farmer      670 

After Jack becomes apprenticed to a Druid bard, he and his little sister Lucy are captured 

by Viking Berserkers and taken to the home of King Ivar the Boneless and his half-troll 

queen, leading Jack to undertake a vital quest to Jotunheim, home of the trolls. 

 

The Land of Silver Apple by Nancy Farmer     710 

After escaping from the Sea of Trolls, the apprentice bard Jack plunges into a new series 

of adventures, traveling underground to Elfland and uncovering the truth about his little 

sister Lucy. 

 

Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key by Jack Gantos    970 

To the constant disappointment of his mother and his teachers, Joey has trouble paying 

attention or controlling his mood swings when his prescription medications wear off and 

he starts getting worked up and acting wired.by 

 

Joey Loses Control by Jack Gantos      800 

Joey, who is still taking medication to keep him from getting too wired, goes to spend the 

summer with the hard-drinking father he has never known and tries to help the baseball 

team he coaches win the championship. 

 

What Would Joey do? by Jack Gantos     860 

Joey tries to keep his life from degenerating into total chaos when his mother sends him 

to be home-schooled with a hostile blind girl, his divorced parents cannot stop fighting, 

and his grandmother is dying of emphysema. 

 

I am not Joey Pigza by Jack Gantos  950 

Joey’s father returns, calling himself Charles Heinz and apologizing for his past bad 

behavior, and he swears that once Joey and his mother change their names and help him 

fix up the old diner he has brought, their lives will change for the better. 

 

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George  810 

A young boy relates his adventure during the year he spends living alone in the Catskill 

Mountains including his struggle for survival, his dependence on nature, his animal 

friends, and his ultimate realization that he needs human companionship.  

 

Baseball Card Adventure series 

Babe and Me by Bill Gutman       600 

With their ability to travel through time using vintage baseball cards, Joe and his father 

have the opportunity to find out whether Babe Ruth really did call his shot when he hit 

that homerun in the third game of the 1932 World Series against the Chicago Cubs. 

 

Honus and Me by Bill Gutman      690 

Joey, who loves baseball but is not very good at it, finds a valuable 1909 Honus Wagner 

card and travels back in time to meet Honus. 

 

Abner and me by Bill Gutman      680 

With his ability to travel through time using baseball cards and photographs, thirteen-

year-old Joe and his mother go back to 1863 to ask Abner Doubleday whether he 

invented baseball, but instead find themselves in the middle of the Battle of Gettysburg. 

 

Jackie and Me by Bill Gutman      610  

With his ability to travel through time by using baseball cards, Joe goes back to 1947 to 

meet Jackie Robinson, turning into a black boy in the process. Joe Stoshack has really 

done it this time. When a pitcher insults his Polish heritage, Joe flings his bat and 

prompts an on-field brawl that ends in a two-team pileup. He's suspended from Little 

League. 



 

 

Jim and Me by Bill Gutman       620 

Joe and his longtime enemy Bobby Fuller, use a vintage baseball card to travel in time, 

hoping to stop Jim Thorpe from participating in the 1912 Olympics and losing his medals, 

but instead they watch Thorpe struggle during his first season with the New York Giants. 

 

Micky and Me by Bill Gutman      630 

When Joe travels back in time to 1944, he meets the Milwaukee Chicks, one of the only 

all-female professional baseball teams in the history of the game. 

 

Shoeless and Me by Bill Gutman      600 

Joe Stoshack travels back to 1919, where he meets Shoeless Joe Jackson and tries to 

prevent the fixing of the World Series in which Jackson was wrongly implicated. 

 

Ray and Me by Bill Gutman       590 

After recovering from being hit in the head during a baseball game, Stosh travels back in 

time to try to save Ray Chapman, a batter who was killed by a pitch in New York in 1920. 

 

Roberto and Me by Bill Gutman      580 

Stosh travels back to 1969 to try to prevent the untimely death of Roberto Clemente, a 

legendary baseball player and humanitarian, but upon his return to the present, he meets 

his own great-grandson who akes him into the future, and what he finds there is more 

shocking than anything he has encountered in his travels to the past. 

 

Satch and Me by Bill Gutman      660 

With his ability to travel through time using vintage baseball cards, Joe takes Flip with 

him to find out whether satchel Paige really was the fastest pitcher ever.  

 

The Shadow Children series 

Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix    800 

In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two 

children, Luke has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family’s farm, until 

another “third” convinces him that the government is wrong.  

 

Among the Imposters by Margaret Peterson Haddix   620  

In a future where the law limits a family to only two children, third-born Luke has been in 

hiding for the entire twelve years of his life, until he enters boarding school under an 

assumed name and is forced to face his fears. 

 

Among the Betrayed by Margaret Peterson Haddix    690 

Thirteen-year-old Nina is imprisoned by the Population Police, who give her the option of 

helping them identify illegal "third-born" children, or facing death. 

 

Among the Barons by Margaret Peterson Haddix    650 

In a future world of false identities, government lies, and death threats, Luke feels drawn 

to the younger brother of the boy whose name Luke has taken. 

 

Among the Brave by Margaret Peterson Haddix    750 

In a society that allows families to have only two children, a group of third-borns tries to 

save themselves and others like them. 

 

Among the Enemy by Margaret Peterson Haddix    760 

In a society that allows families to have only two children, third child Matthias joins the 

Population Police to infiltrate their system. 

 

 

 



 

 

Among the Free by Margaret Peterson Haddix    810 

When thirteen-year-old Luke Garner unwittingly sets off a rebellion which sweeps the 

country and ousts the Population Police from power, he quickly realizes that the new 

regime is corrupt and the may hold the only key to true freedom. 

 

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton      750 

The struggle of three brothers to stay together after their parent’s death and their quest 

for identity among the conflicting values of their adolescent society. 

 

Bearstone by Will Hobbs       780  

A troubled Indian boy goes to live with an elderly rancher whose caring ways help the 

boy become a man. 

 

Big Wanderer by Will Hobbs       800 

As he searches for his uncle through the rugged Southwest canyon country, fourteen-

year-old Clay becomes involved with a group of Navajo Indians who are trying to save 

some of the last wild mustangs.  

 

Down the Yukon by Will Hobbs      790 

In the wake of Dawson City’s Great Fire of 1899, sixteen-year-old Jason and his girlfriend 

Jamie canoe the Yukon River across Alaska in an epic race from Canada’s Klondike to the 

new gold fields at Cape Nome. 

 

Far North by Will Hobbs       820 

After the destruction of their floatplane, sixteen-year-old Gabe and his  

Dene friend, Raymond, struggle to survive a winter in the wilderness of the Northwest 

Territories. 

 

Ghost Canoe by Will Hobbs       900 

Fourteen-year-old Nathan, fishing with the Makah in the Pacific Northwest, finds himself 

holding a vital clue when a mysterious stranger comes to town looking for Spanish 

treasure, 

 

Jason’s Gold by Will Hobbs       860  

Fifteen-year-old Jason embarks on a ten thousand-mile journey in 1897 in hopes of 

striking it rich after hearing the news that gold has been discovered in Canada's Yukon 

Territory. 

 

The Maze by Will Hobbs       720 

Rick, a fourteen-year-old foster child, escapes from a juvenile detention facility near Las 

Vegas and travels to Canyonlands National Park in Utah where he meets a bird biologist 

working on a project to reintroduce condors to the wild. 

 

When Zachary Beaver Came to Town by Kimberley Willis Holt  700 

Toby's mother has left home to become a country singer, and the prettiest girl he knows 

only wants to use him as a babysitter. But when a sideshow brings the fattest boy in the 

world to Toby's little Texas town, life somehow starts to improve.  

 

Alex Rider series 

Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz      670 

After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is 

coerced to continue his uncle's dangerous work for Britain's intelligence agency, MI6. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Point Blank by Anthony Horowitz      610 

Alex, a fourteen-year-old spy, has been assigned by the British MI6 to investigate a 

series of mysterious deaths. He ends up in a boarding school in the Swiss Alps, and finds 

many strange things are happening to the students. 

 

Skeleton Key by Anthony Horowitz      630 

Reluctant teenage spy Alex Rider, on a routine mission at the Wimbledon tennis 

championships, gets caught up in Chinese gangs, illegal nuclear weapons, and the 

suspect plans of his Russian host, General Sarov. 

 

Eagle Strike by Anthony Horowitz      690 

After a chance encounter with assassin Yassen Gregorovich in the South of France, 

teenage spy Alex Rider investigates international pop star and philanthropist Damian 

Cray whose new video game venture hides sinister motive involving Air Force One, 

Nuclear missiles, and the international drug trade.  

 

Scorpia by Anthony Horowitz       680 

After being told that his father was an assassin for a criminal organization, fourteen-year-

old Alex goes to Italy to find out more and becomes involved in a plan to kill thousands of 

English schoolchildren. 

 

Ark Angel by Anthony Horowitz      680 

After recovering from a near fatal gunshot wound, teenage spy Alex Rider embarks on a 

new mission to stop a group of eco-terrorists from sabotaging the launch of the first 

outer space hotel. 

 

Snakehead by Anthony Horowitz      740 

Alex Rider crash lands off the coast of Australia where he is recruited by the Australian 

Secret Service to infiltrate on of the ruthless gangs operating across South East Asia, and 

in the midst of his dangerous mission, Alex discovers information about his parents’ 

murder. 

 

Crocodile Tears by Anthony Horowitz     740  

Alex Rider’s desire to return to life as a normal high school student must be put aside 

when he is asked to face his greatest adversary yet, a con man who plans to use 

genetically modified wheat to release a deadly virus that will kill millions of innocent 

people. 

 

The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster   1000   

Milo finds a cure for his boredom and discovers the importance of words and numbers on 

a journey through a fantastical land. 

 

Danger Zone by David Klass       850 

When he joins a predominantly African-American “Teen Dream Team” that will be 

representing the United States in an international basketball tournament in Rome, Jimmy 

Doyle makes some unexpected discoveries about prejudice, racism, and politics. 

 

You Don’t Know Me by David Klass      970 

Fourteen-year-old John creates alternative realities in his mind as he tries to deal with his 

mother's abusive boyfriend, his crush on a beautiful, but shallow classmate and other 

problems at school. 

  

Silent to the Bone by E. L. Konigsburg      810   

Branwell hasn't spoken a word since the afternoon his baby sister suddenly stopped 

breathing. Nearly everyone believes he's the one who injured her - all except his best 

friend Connor who visits him everyday at the juvenile behavior center. 



 

 

The Smugglers by Iain Lawrence      640 

In eighteenth-century England, after his father buys a schooner called the Dragon, 

sixteen-year-old John sets out to sail it from Kent to London and becomes involved in a 

dangerous smuggling scheme. 

 

The Wreckers by Iain Lawrence       640 

Shipwrecked after a vicious storm, fourteen-year-old John Spence attempts to save his 

father and himself while also dealing with an evil secret about the English coastal town 

where there are stranded. 

 

The Call of the Wild by Jack London     1120 

The adventure of an unusual dog, part St. Bernard, part Scotch shepherd that is forcibly 

taken to the Klondike gold fields where he eventually becomes the leader of a wolf pack. 

    

Sea Wolf by Jack London       1020 

A young art critic is forced to endure the wrath of Wolf Larsen, captain fo the sealing 

schooner, which rescues him after a shipwreck. 

 

White Fang by Jack London        970 

Rescued from a life of fear and abuse, a part dog, part wolf finds man can ba a friend and 

companion. 

 

Be a Perfect Person in Just Three Days by Stephen Manes  720 

Milo, tired of problems with his sister, parents, and classmates, finds a book in the 

library, which promises to make him perfect in just three days. 

 

Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen     670  

After his anger erupts into violence, fifteen year-old Cole, in order to avoid going to 

prison, agrees to participate in a sentencing alternative based on the Native American 

Circle Justice, and he is sent to a remote Alaskan Island where an encounter with a huge 

Spirit Bear changes his life. 

  

Bad Boy by Walter Dean Myers      970 

Author Walter Dean Myers describes his childhood in Harlem in the 1940s and 1950s, 

discussing his loving stepmother, his problems in school, his reasons for leaving home, 

and his beginnings as a writer. 

 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers      670 

While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his 

experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a film script as he tries to come 

to terms with the course his life has taken. 

 

The Outside Shot by Walter Dean Myers     770 

Recruited by a small Midwestern college to play basketball, a Harlem boy has many new 

experience, including working with a child who needs physical therapy and dealing with 

corruption in college sports.  

 

Sunrise Over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers    780 

Robin Perry, from Harlem, is sent to Iraq in 2003 as a member of the Civilian Affairs 

Battalion, and his time there profoundly changes him. 

 

Children of the Red King series 

Midnight for Charlie Bone by Jenny Nimmo    630 

Charlie Bone's life with his widowed mother and two grandmothers undergoes a dramatic 

change when he discovers that he can hear people in photographs talking. 

 



 

 

Charlie Bone and the Time Twister by Jenny Nimmo   590 

Back at Bloor’s Academy after Christmas vacation, Charlie finds himself confronted with a 

new problem when young Henry Yewbeam, who vanished during a game of marbles in 

1916, suddenly appears and needs help to find his family. 

 

Charlie Bone and the Invisible Boy by Jenny Nimmo   720 

Charlie Bone and his friends find Ollie Sparks, an invisible boy living in the academy’s 

attic, and promise to make him visible again with the help of his older brother, Mr. 

Boldova. 

 

Charlie Bone and the Castle of Mirrors by Jenny Nimmo   770 

Charlie and his magically gifted friends and relatives work together to rescue Billy Raven, 

a young orphan, from a mysterious and dangerous couple who have adopted him. 

 

Charlie Bone and the Hidden King by Jenny Nimmo   720 

When an ancient enchanter is released from the grounds of Bloor’s Academy, threatening 

both of Charlie Bone’s parents, the only way Charlie and his friends can defeat him is by 

finding the red king himself. 

 

Charlie Bone and the Beast by Jenny Nimmo    670 

When Asa Pike, a Bloor’s Academy student with the ability to change into a beast at dusk, 

goes missing, twelve-year-old Charlie Bone suspects a new classmate, the magically 

gifted Dagobert Endless, of foul play, 

 

Charlie Bone and the Shadow by Jenny Nimmo    730 

Count Harken, who returns to get revenge on the Red King’s heirs, begins with Charlie 

Bone’s family, and when Charlie goes on a quest to save his ancestor with his best 

friend’s dog, Runner Bean, the dog gets trapped in Badlock with everybody else. 

 

Charlie Bone and the Red Knight by Jenny Nimmo   760 

Charlie and the Children of the Red King must call upon all of their strength to defeat the 

darkness and finally learn the fate of Charlie’s family, the evil intentions of the Bloors, 

what has become of Septimus Bloor’s will, and the destiny of the Red King’s heirs. 

 

Inheritance series 

Eragon by Christopher Paolini      710 

In Aagaesia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown lineage called Eragon finds a mysterious 

stone that weaves his life into an intricate tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, peopled 

with dragons, elves, and monsters.  

 

Eldest by Christopher Paolini       970 

After successfully evading an Urgals ambush, Eragon is adopted into the Ingeitum clan 

and sent to finish his training so he can further help the Varden in their struggle against 

the Empire. 

 

Brisinger by Christopher Paolini      1050 

Eragon tries to uphold the oath he made to save Katrina from King Galbatorix, while 

being pulled in different directions by the needs of the Varden, elves, and dwarves – all of 

whom need his help and strength to overcome the tyranny of the king.  

 

Harris and Me by Gary Paulsen      1060 

Sent to live with relatives on their farm because of his unhappy home life, an eleven-

year-old city boy meets his distant cousin Harris and is given an introduction to a whole 

new world. 

 

 



 

 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen       1020 

After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the wilderness, 

learning to survive initially with only the aid of a hatchet given him by his mother, and 

learning also to survive his parents' divorce. 

 

The Haymeadow by Gary Paulsen      1010 

Fourteen-year-old John comes of age and gains self-reliance during the summer he 

spends up in the Wyoming mountains tending his father’s herd of sheep. 

 

The Rifle by Gary Paulsen       1480 

A priceless, handcrafted rifle, carried throughout the American Revolution, is passed 

down through the years until it fires on the fateful Christmas Eve of 1994. 

 

A Day No Pigs Would Die by Robert Newton Peck     690 

To a thirteen-year-old Vermont farm boy whose father slaughters pigs for a living, 

maturity comes early as he learns “doing what’s got to done,” especially regarding his pet 

pig who cannot produce a litter. 

 

The Last Book in the Universe by Rodman Philbrick   740 

After an earthquake has destroyed much of the planet, an epileptic teenager nicknamed 

Spaz begins the heroic fight to bring human intelligence back to the Earth of a distant 

future. 

 

North Pole was here : puzzles and perils at the top of the world by Andrew C. 

Revkin.           1300   

Discover the North Pole and the arctic ice that covers the ocean water there. Learn about 

historical expeditions and the recent one the author joined and where these chapters 

were written. 

 

The Lord of the Deep by Graham Salisbury     540 

Working for his stepfather on a charter fishing boat in Hawaii teaches thirteen-year-old 

Mikey about fishing, and about taking risks, making sacrifices, and facing some of life's 

difficult choices. 

 

First Boy by Gary Schmidt       850 

Dragged into the political turmoil of a presidential election year, fourteen-year-old Cooper 

Jewett, who runs a New Hampshire dairy farm since his grandfather's death, stands up 

for himself and makes it clear whose first boy he really is. 

 

Cirque du Freak series 

Cirque du Freak by Darren Shan      650 

Two boys who are best friends visit an illegal freak show, where an encounter with a 

vampire and a deadly spider forces them to make life-changing choices. 

 

Vampire’s Assistant by Darren Shan     600 

After traveling with Mr. Crepsley, the vampire who made him into a half-vampire, Darren 

returns to the freak show know as the Cirque du Freak and continues to fight his need to 

drink human blood. 

 

Tunnels of Blood by Darren Shan      580 

Darren, Evra, and Mr. Crepsley leave the Cirque Du Freak and get a taste of the city, but 

when corpses drained of blood are discovered, Darren and Evra must confront a 

dangerous creature of the night. 

 

 

 



 

 

Vampire Mountain by Darren Shan      790 

Mr. Crepsley leads Darren Shan on a dangerous trek to Vampire Mountain, the very heart 

of the vampire world, to be presented to the Council, but an encounter with the 

Vampaneze along the way means trouble. 

 

Trials of Death by Darren Shan      830 

Darren begins the Trials of Initiation to prove himself worthy of being a half-vampire, 

even as the clan’s blood foes, the vampaneze, gather near Vampire Mountain. 

 

Vampire Prince by Darren Shan      890 

Betrayed by Kurda and reeling from the brutal slaying of Gavner, the vampire’s assistant, 

Darren Shan finds himself branded a traitor and hunted by the vampire clan. 

 

Hunters of the Dusk by Darren Shan     880 

Darren Shan leaves Vampire Mountain as part of an elite force on a life-and-death 

mission to find the newly risen Vampaneze Lord, who is set to lead the vampaneze war 

against the vampires. 

 

Allies of the Night by Darren Shan      820 

Algebra class, two old friends, and a creature with deadly hands test Darren’s 

determination as he travels to Mr. Crespsley’s hometown to search for the murderous 

vampaneze. 

 

Killers of the Dawn by Darren Shan     870 

Vampire prince Darren Shan, working with old friends to solve the mystery of a series of 

murders, finds himself pursued by the purple-skinned vampaneze, the police, and an 

angry mob after he is framed for the killings. 

 

The Lakes of Souls by Darren Shan      920 

The lives of Darren and Harkat are at risk as they face monstrous obstacles on a 

desperate quest to the Lake of Souls. 

 

Lord of Shadows by Darren Shan      790 

When Darren Shan returns home, he is met by old enemies and scores to be settled, and 

with destiny certain to destroy him, the world seems doomed to fall to the Ruler of the 

Night. 

 

Sons of Destiny by Darren Shan      840 

Darren finally faces his nemesis, Steve Leopard, in the battle that will kill one of them 

and make the other Lord of the Shadows, the destroyer of the world. 

 

Interstellar Pig by Willian Sleator      810 

Barney’s boring seaside vacation suddenly becomes more interesting when the cottage 

next door is occupied by three exotic neighbors who are addicted to a game they call 

“Interstellar Pig.” 

 

Crash by Jerry Spinelli       560 

Seventh-grader John “Crash” Coogan has always been comfortable with his tough, 

aggressive behavior, until his relationship with an unusual Quaker boy and his 

grandfather’s stroke make him consider the meaning of friendship and the importance of 

family. 

 

Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli      820 

After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee’s life becomes legendary, as he accomplishes 

athletic and other feats, which awe his contemporaries. 

 



 

 

The Land by Mildred D. Taylor      760 

Paul-Edward, the son of a part-Indian, part-African slave mother and s White plantation 

owner father, finds himself caught between the two worlds of his parents as he pursues 

his dream of owning land in the aftermath of the Civil War. 

 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien       1000 

The adventures of the well-to-do hobbit, Bilbo Baggins, who lived happily in his 

comfortable home until a wandering wizard granted his wish. 

 

Lord of the Rings Trilogy 

The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkien    860 

With Ringwraiths in pursuit, Frodo Baggins attempts to get the Ring of Power to Mount 

Doom where the ring can be destroyed before Middle-earth falls victim to the evil Sauron. 

 

The Two Towers by J.R.R. Tolkien      810 

Frodo Baggins and Sam continue in their attempts to get the Ring of Power to Mount 

Doom.  

 

The Return of the King by J.R.R Tolkien     920 

Frodo Baggins and Sam continue in their attempts to get the Ring of Power to Mount 

Doom. 

 

Cruise Control by Terry Trueman      810 

A Talented basketball player struggles to deal with the helplessness and anger that come 

with having a brother rendered completely dysfunctional by severe cerebral palsy and a 

father who deserted the family. 

 

Inside Out by Terry Trueman      710 

A sixteen-year-old with schizophrenia is caught up in the events surrounding an 

attempted robbery by two other teens who eventually hold him hostage. 

 

Stuck in Neutral by Terry Trueman      820 

Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from severe cerebral palsy and cannot 

function, relates his perceptions of his life, his family, and his condition, especially as he 

believes his father is planning to kill him. 

 

Farm Team by Will Weaver       700 

With his father in jail and his mother working full-time, fourteen-year-old Billy Baggs 

finds himself in charge of running the family farm in northern Minnesota and having to 

give up the thing he loves most—baseball. 

 

Striking Out by Will Weaver       540 

Since the death of his older brother, thirteen-year-old Billy Baggs has had a distant 

relationship with his father, but life on their farm in Northern Minnesota begins to change 

when he starts to play baseball. 

 

Deathwatch by Robb White        990 

Needing money for school, a college boy accepts a job as guide on a desert hunting trip 

and nearly loses his life 

 

Miracle’s Boys by Jacqueline Woodson     660 

Twelve-year-old Lafayette's close relationship with his older brother Charlie changes after 

Charlie is released from a detention home and blames Lafayette for the death of their 

mother. 


