Tapp Middle School

2010-11 Highlights and Accomplishments

· Tapp hosted an AYP Celebration on October 22 for students, staff, and parents. “We Did It Again in 2010” and celebrated with our bright orange tee-shirts on the front lawn.

·  The National Jr. Honor Society members partnered with Trinity Chapel to collect canned foods and donate to needy families in the Powder Springs Community during the Thanksgiving Holiday.

· Ms. Nancy Howard – 7th Grade Science Teacher represented Tapp Middle School as our Teacher of the Year.

· Ms. Yolanda Ruiz, Food Service Assistant, was voted as our Classified School Employee of the Year.

· The Tapp Middle School Chorus performed during the December meeting of the Powder Springs Business Association at the Ford Center in downtown Powder Springs.

· Our 8th Grade Writing Test Scores increased over last year’s scores, with 90% of our 8th grade scholars meeting or exceeding standards on the Writing Test.  Eight (8) students exceeded standards on the test: Muneer Abdella, Jordan Adeboye, Michelle Akomah, Megan Carter, Nicholas DiMassimo, Kevin Kamperman, Brianna Miller, and Shaquell Moore.

· The Powder Springs Business Association used proceeds from their Annual Golf Tournament to give Tapp MS a $1,000 donation to help purchase a new outdoor sign to announce/promote the school’s activities. 

·  Chirstopher Hernandez and Johnathan Morales won the 8th grade Tee-shirt design contest.

· Students from Southern Polytechnic State University provided tutoring and mentoring to some of our science students.

· The combined 7th and 8th grade Concert Band received straight Superior ratings from every judge at the District 12 Band festival.

· The 7th grade Symphonic Band and the 8th grade Symphonic Band received straight superior ratings from every judge at the District 12 Band festival.

· Eleven (11) Tapp Band Students were selected for the District 12 Honor Band. Congratulations, Elizabeth Alabi, Victor Ayeni, Travis Beyke, Tyra Burton, A’set Gentry, Kintrel Johnson, Kayla McDaniel, Brianna Miller, Christopher Mosqueda, Genesis Ortiz, and Brandon Richardson.

· Mrs. Adonica Bailey, School Guidance Clerk completed her Master’s Degree in Business Administration (MBA) from the University of Phoenix.

· Our Relay for Life Team, TEAM TAPP, raised $4,150.00 for the American Cancer Society and was recognized as a Silver Team. Our team captain and coach was Mr. Arthur Jones.

· Seven (7) teachers completed their gifted endorsement in June: Gregory George, Pamela Henderson, Michelle Lieu, Alexander Shannon, Clinton Smith, Aimee Tait, and Jessica Tibbetts.

· The 6th Grade Chorus received Excellent and Superior ratings at Festival.

· The 7th and 8th Grade Combined Chorus received straight Superior ratings at Festival.

· Ms. Donna Green, ESOL and Academic Habits of the Mind Teacher, completed her Education Specialist Degree from Jacksonville State University, maintaining a 4.0 GPA.

· Kevin Kamperman completed his third year as a member of the Georgian Youth Symphony Orchestra.

· Dr. Demetria Barnum completed her Doctorate Degree in Education in December from Nova Southeastern University with a major in Educational Leadership and Organization.

· Men of Tapp members participated in the Global Youth Service Day by completing a Campus Beautification Project and planted flowers in the front of the school.

· Forty-four (44) 8th grade scholars received the President’s Education Award for maintaining an overall Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.5 or higher during middle school, with no grade less than a “C”.

· Muneer Abdella and Maxwell Bach were recognized for maintaining all “A”s during their three-year middle school career.

· Ms. Theresa Horace, Guidance Counselor completed her Education Specialist Degree in School Counseling.

· Two (2) Tapp Scholars were Cobb County School District Writing Fair Winners: Autumn Edmonston placed 3rd in the 6th grade competition, and Vivian Odekhiran won 2nd place in the 8th grade competition.

· Mr. Wayne Wollaston, 8th Grade Teacher, completed his Master’s Degree in Technology from Lesley University.

· Akilah Alwan and Brett Baxter were accepted in the International Studies Program at North Cobb High School.

· Darius Dennis, Kristian Hamilton, Aklimiyya Rushing, and Katie Van Buren were accepted at the Cobb County Center for Excellence in the Performing Arts at Pebblebrook High School.

· Matthew Stock was accepted in the Academy for Mathematics, Science, and Technology at Kennesaw Mountain High School.  

·  Elizabeth Alabi, Akilah Alwan, Tyra Burton, Taylor Dixson, and Divine Ogbuefi were accepted in the Academy of Research and Medical Science at South Cobb High School.

· Akilah Alwan was accepted in the International Baccalaureate Program at Campbell High School.

· Ms. Nancy Howard and Ms. Mary Teren, 7th Grade Science Teachers, completed their Master’s Degree at Kennesaw State University in May.  In addition, Ms. Howard and Ms. Teren were selected to lead the sessions for 7th grade science teachers this summer during the Science Counts Now Workshops.

· Our Spring Musical, Thoroughly Modern Mille, Jr. was performed by the Tapp Middle School Theatrical Society.

· EYL, Emerging Young Leaders, a program for young ladies focusing on Leadership Development, Civic Engagement, Enhanced Academic Preparation, and Character Building, was launched at Tapp Middle School by members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.- Rho Zeta Omega Chapter and The PEARL Foundation.

· Several teachers participated in a research study: “Understanding Teacher Quality” (UTQ) conducted by the University of Michigan.

 

· School Counselor, Dr. Colleen Morich, wrote a book: "Reviving Classrooms with CPR- Creating Productive Relationships”. 

· The 8th Grade Dance was held on May 13th -we took a quick trip to Hawaii for a Luau.  “Aloha”!

· Science Teachers, Dr. Dana Gilbert, Ms. Nancy Howard, Mr. Alexander Shannon, and Ms. Teren completed the requirements to be recognized for having “Green” classrooms.

· Four (4) 8th grade scholars received perfect scores on at least one subject of the CRCT:  Elizabeth Alabi and John St. Lewis- Reading; Briana Miller-English/Language Arts; and Muneer Abdella- Reading, English/Language Arts, and Math.

· Twenty (20) 8th grade scholars Exceeded Standards in All Subjects of the CRCT: Muneer Abdella, Akilah Alwan, Chineme Amaihe, Maxwell Bach, Anthony Banta, Brett Baxter, Tyra Burton, Brandon Caruthers, Nicholas DiMassimo, Benjamin Gordon, Kevin Kamperman, Dalton King, Manuel Mendoza, Christopher Mosqueda, Vivian Odekhiran, Divine Ogbuefi, Tehran Price, John St. Lewis, Matthew Stock, and Christopher Uranga.

· All twenty-three (23) 8th grade scholars enrolled in the Accelerated Math I course passed the end-of-course test and will receive high school credit.

